
402 Pools Spring Pool Start-Up Guide 

Preparing your pool for the season ensures a clean, safe, and enjoyable swimming experience. 

Follow these steps to get your pool ready: 

1. Gather Necessary Supplies 

Ensure you have the following: 

• Chemicals: Chlorine, pH adjusters, alkalinity increasers, calcium hardness increasers, 

stabilizer (cyanuric acid), and algaecide. 

• Equipment: Pool brush, vacuum, skimmer net, leaf rake, and protective gloves. 

• Testing Tools: Reliable test strips or a liquid test kit. 

• For Saltwater Pools: Salt, and a saltwater test kit. 

2. Remove the Pool Cover 

• Safety First: Wear gloves and protective eyewear. 

• Debris Removal: Use a cover pump to eliminate standing water. Remove leaves and 

debris with a leaf rake. 

• Clean the Cover: Wash and dry the cover before storing to prevent mold and mildew. 

3. Inspect and Clean Pool Equipment 

• Pump and Filter: Check for damage and clean or backwash the filter. 

• Saltwater Systems: Inspect the salt cell for scale buildup and clean if necessary. 

• Heater: Ensure it's functioning properly and free from debris. 

4. Check Water Level 

• Optimal Level: Maintain water halfway up the skimmer opening. 

• Adjust as Needed: Add or drain water to reach the correct level. 

5. Skim and Brush the Pool 

• Skimming: Remove floating debris with a skimmer net. 

• Brushing: Thoroughly brush walls, steps, and tiles to dislodge algae and dirt. 

6. Test and Balance Water Chemistry 

• Test Parameters: pH, alkalinity, calcium hardness, stabilizer (CYA), and chlorine levels. 

• Adjustments: 

o pH: Ideal range is 7.4–7.6. 

o Alkalinity: Ideal range is 80–120 ppm. 

o Calcium Hardness: Ideal range is 200–400 ppm. 

o Stabilizer (CYA): Ideal range is 30–50 ppm. 



o Chlorine: Ideal range is 1–3 ppm. 

Use appropriate chemicals to adjust each parameter. 

7. Shock the Pool 

• Purpose: Eliminate contaminants and organic matter. 

• Method: Add a chlorine-based shock product according to manufacturer instructions. 

• Caution: Avoid swimming until chlorine levels return to safe ranges. 

8. Run the Pump and Filter 

• Duration: Operate for 24–48 hours to circulate water and filter out debris. 

• Monitor: Check for proper flow and listen for unusual noises. 

9. Vacuum the Pool 

• Manual Vacuuming: Use a manual vacuum to remove settled debris. 

• Automatic Cleaners: Deploy automatic cleaners to assist in debris removal. 

10. Clean and Inspect Pool Equipment 

• Saltwater Systems: After cleaning, inspect the salt cell for scale buildup and clean if 

necessary. 

• Heater: Ensure it's functioning properly and free from debris. 

11. Final Water Test 

• Re-Test: After circulation, retest water chemistry. 

• Adjust: Make final adjustments to ensure all parameters are within ideal ranges. 

12. Enjoy Your Pool 

• Safety Check: Ensure all equipment is functioning properly. 

• Swimming: Once chemical levels are safe, enjoy your clean and balanced pool! 

 

Additional Tips for Saltwater Pools: 

• Salt Levels: Maintain salt levels between 2700–3400 ppm. 

• Salt Cell Maintenance: Regularly inspect and clean the salt cell to prevent scale buildup. 

• Stabilizer (CYA): Maintain CYA levels between 30–50 ppm to protect chlorine from 

UV degradation. 



For more detailed information and community support, visit TroubleFreePool's Opening Your 

Pool Guide. 

By following these steps and utilizing the resources provided, you'll ensure a smooth transition 

into the swimming season with a well-maintained pool. 

 

https://www.troublefreepool.com/blog/2019/01/18/opening-your-winterized-pool/
https://www.troublefreepool.com/blog/2019/01/18/opening-your-winterized-pool/

